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Virginia’s Finest Horse
Farms Open Their Gates

Annual Event Showcases Our Region's

Equestrian Note Cards™ and Note Pads

*Personafized
Great Mother’s Day, fostess or trainer gift!
10 folded note cards in box or organza pouch with gift bag.
“Whoa!" magnetic note pads.
Codor images ane reproductions of orginal watercolors.
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Equestrian Heritage

By Aggie Sterret
‘View all note card and note pad styles at

. kaylevine. com
For more info or onders, email or call Ky Levine

kaylevinewatercolors@yalioo.com 305-588-5533

Premium Feeds without
the Premium Pricel

Our plain brown bags save you money!
Your horse dosen’t care about a fancy bag....
why should you?

Photos Courtesy: Kevin Cadwick

Newstead Farm is one stop on the Hunt Country Stable Tour and was also
home to Kentucky Derby winner, Genuine Risk, shown in the photo above.

Perhaps one of the most
unique local opportunities for horse
enthusiasts happens each Memorial
Day weekend when some of
Virginia’s finest estates open their
doors for the annual Hunt Country
Stable Tour. Winding between stone
walls and board fences, pastures and
woodland, the scenic self-driven
tour benefits the Upperville Trinity
Episcopal Church programs.

On May 26 and 27, visitors
will have the opportunity to see
some of the premier Thoroughbred
breeding farms, hunter/jumper
barns, and foxhunting estates in the
area — even my non-horsy friends
have been impressed and entertained
during past tours when they’ve come
along. The comment that you are
likely to hear from visitors wherever
you go, is, “These horses live in
more luxurious surroundings than I
do!”

Even if you’ve been on the
tour before, there will still be plenty
that you’ve never experienced. Here
are some of my personal highlights
from past tours.

In 2007, 1T saw 30-year-
old Genuine Risk living out her

retirement at Newstead Farm. The
grand old lady was still regal, and to
this day remains the only filly ever
to place in all three US Triple Crown
races, winning the Kentucky Derby.

Another year, I had the
opportunity to pet Frank, a handsome
gray enjoying retirement at Rokeby,
who had the distinction of being
one of Jackie Onassis’ favorite
foxhunters. And who wouldn’t love
seeing the new foals at the MARE
center?

Rokeby’s broodmare barn
is a staple on the tour, and when
you see it you’ll know why. It is a
wonderful example of excellence
in stable design and has provided
a healthy beginning for well
known Thoroughbreds since 1949.
Beagling, the sport of tracking hare
with hounds bred specifically for
this purpose, will be demonstrated at
Rokeby at 11 a.m. on Saturday and
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Make sure that Heronwood

Farm is on your agenda. After
meandering down a long picturesque
driveway, you will find yourself at
the Yearling barn that is featured in
Continued on p. 19
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Made Fresh Daily ¢ Mineral levels for our area
Minimal Preservatives * Formulas do not fluctuate
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If you buy in quanities of 40 bags or more, we can
blend a custom mix specifically for your farm.

301-663-3113 or 1-800-255-0023
Farmer’s co-op delivers in MD, FA, VA, & WV!

Farmers Cooperative Assoc., Inc.,, 520 East South St., Frederick, MD 21701
www.farmerscoop.com  Also available at 30 stores
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Tour.......cuee. continued from p. 15
Randy Leffingwell’s Ultimate Horse
Barns. Don’t miss the Alpaca area
with hand spinning demonstrations
and fiber product sales. Do you own
Alpaca socks? Try them. Trust me.
The pair that I got during my last
visit to Heronwood are my favorites.

Thundering hooves are a

Heronwood is home to alpacas as well
as horses, not your traditional mix of
farm animals.

hallmark at the Middleburg Track
but make sure you get there before
10 a.m. on Saturday morning to hear
them. If you are lucky, you may see
the next Spectacular Bid or Hoist the
Flag, both of whom trained here.
New on the tour this year
is the National Sporting Museum,
featuring a book fair with local
equestrian authors Saturday from
11 am. to 3 p.m. The adjoining
National Sporting Library, dedicated
to preserving and promoting the
culture of equestrian and field sports,
will be open on Saturday only.
Right down the road
is Virginia Tech’s Middleburg
Agricultural Research and Extension

Photos Courtesy: Stephanie Knapp

(MARE) Center. Get a close up view
of a new foal, or come at 11 a.m. or 2
p.m. either day to see a foal handling
or treadmill demonstration.

Sunny’s Corner Foundation
at Takaro Farm is dedicated to
inspiring the development and
balance of life skills with fun for
youth through education programs,
internships,  scholarships,  and
equestrian sports competition. See
a horse show on Saturday, and have
your child take a pony ride around
the farm. On Sunday, your family
can still enjoy pony rides, and have
a blast painting a pony — yes, a real
pony.

Newstead Farm’s 400 acres
of rolling fields and paddocks are
a tribute to the caliber of horses
residing there. Owned by Bertram
and Diana Firestone, Thoroughbred
breeders for over 40 years in the
US and Europe, the farm also has
a show jumping ring, a world class
Grand Prix course, and is home to
International Grand Prix rider Alison
Robitaille.

The recently renovated Rock
Hill Farm, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and the
Virginia Landmarks Register, has
many original structures including a
Quaker-style house and a bank barn
that dates back to 1797.

Now a working foxhunting
farm, visitors can explore the
property, feed carrots to the friendly
horses, and bring lunch to enjoy by
the pool or pond pavilions.

Trappe Hill Farm, home

Continued on p. 47

The animals seem to enjoy the farm tour as much as the visitors.

ARE YOU ENJOYING THE RIDE?

Or is working with your horse a struggle?

If tension, resistance, inattentiveness and
other problems are keeping you from

enjoying your horse, invest in training that
will pay you dividends in riding enjoyment!

Jan Snodgrass:

--over 35 years of riding and training
experience

--evented through advanced level

--uses TTEAM, TTouch, and other training
methods to train and re-train

--successfully rehabilitated horses with
neurologic problems and injuries

--Is well versed in conditioning, saddle
fitting, nutrition and all areas of horse
care that can affect your horse’s training
and behavior.

Stop struggling and start enjoying your horse!

Jan Snodgrass
540-364-7673 Marshall, VA
www.theexcellenthorse.com

FORGING Ahead

A unigue multi-farrier practice based in Round Hill, Virginia

At Forging Ahead our clients range from Olympic competitors
to backyard ponies, and we proudly care for each one exactly
the same. Our group approach to farriery allows us to offer our
clients collective experience and exceptional service. We offer
not only convenient ship-in locations, but also at-home service.

Call our office or send us an email regarding any gquestions
you may have about our group!

,@L\,‘ PHONE: 540.554.8819 » FAX: 540.554.2656
' EMAIL: forgingahead@gmail.com

=

S ON THE WEB AT: www.forgingahead.us

19194 Yellow Schoolhouse Road + Round Hill, VA 20141
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Virginia International Polo will host an exhibition Polo match on Sunday as a

special attraction for the Stable Tour.

to Thoroughbred mares and foals,
racehorses, hunters, and 100-mile
endurance race Arabians, will have
experienced horsemen on hand to
describe each specialty.

Swimming demonstrations
will be held at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and
3 p.m.; and taped steeplechase races
described by steeplechase riders will
be shown throughout the day.

Lazy Lane Farm in
Upperville is often among the top
five of Virginia-bred earners in
Thoroughbred racing and may be
best known for 1991 Preakness and
Belmont Stakes winner, Hansel and
the stakes winner and successful
Virginia sire, Secret Hello. Visit the
equine cemetery on the property, and
see the gravesite of 1934 Kentucky
Derby winner Cavalcade.

Two barns and the principle
training facilities will be on tour at
St. Bride’s Farm, a breeding and
training facility for champion show
jumpers. The lower barn houses
the farm’s mares, foals and retired
horses. The upper barn is home for
the active show jumpers.

Built as an environmentally
responsible “green” facility, it won
the 2011 NFBA Barn Building
of The Year Award, and has such
features as radiant floor heating and
a run-off rainfall collection pond.
Jumping demonstrations will be
held both days at 2 p.m.

On Sunday, the Virginia
International Polo Club will host

an exhibition polo match at 4 p.m.,
weather permitting.  Located at
historic Llangollen, VI Polo offers
clinics, camps, boarding, breeding
and training, with clubhouse
amenities, an arena, and three
Bermuda grass playing fields.

Hours are 10 a.m. until
5 p.m. both Saturday, May 26
and Sunday, May 27, with the
Middleburg Training Track open
Saturday morning from 7 a.m. until
10 a.m.. Tickets are available the
days of the event for $30 at any tour
location.

You can purchase discounted
tickets prior to May 18 online or
at Trinity Episcopal Church. The
church will be open for tours both
Saturday and Sunday.

Lunch by Back Street
Catering is available for purchase,
and be sure to visit the Country Fair
on the church grounds featuring
horse-themed arts and crafts, food,

and more. "
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FREE subscription

Online: www.elmington.com
(Horse Show Times link at top of page)

Call: 540-955-6219
e-mail: hst@elmington.com

Snail mail:
Elmington Farm, LLC,
345 Elmington Ln.,
Berryville, VA 22611

Hoof & Paw Veterinary Service, Inc.
211 S. 20th. Street, Purcellville, VA 20132

Full Service Small Animal Hospital

Equine Ambulatory Clinic with 24 hour Emergency Service,
Ultrasound, Radiology, Performance and Corrective Dentistry
540 338-5888

www.hoofandpawvets.com * join us on facebook

___________________________________

FENCING * GATES * ROUND PENS
SUPPLEMENTS

* Limit 1 coupon per visit
* Offer valid thru April 30, 2012

PURINA HORSE FEEDS i ***COUPON*** i
ericreR nancn cquement | $5 OFF PURCHASE
SHAVINGS * STRAW ! OF $20.00 i

115 Hopewell Ln.

Mon - Fri: 7:30 am - 5 pm
Sat: 7:30 am - Noon

(540) 662-2749

Clearbrook, VA 22624

/ / Rescue)
Domg Somethmg (Cats Need
n o Rarn Homes|
1s better than doing Ry
noti‘uing ~ Vetted
, , We Deliver
this ad is onlg No Fee
$20 per month! 040-599-857]

Appointments: (703) 771-6800

(Monday-Friday, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm) A Prem ier F u I I -Ser\"ce

Emergency after hours and weekends: Eq uine H oS p Ital
1-800-436-2911

www.vetmed.vt.edu/emc or
www.equinemedicalcenter.net

@Via’l‘ech
Marion UPONt Scott

EQUINE MEDICAL CENTER

SHOW JUMPS

Wooden, fully assembled
Unpainted & Finished
Precision doweled pine
We carry "MAG” show rails
Saves Time & Money Hunter & Jumper courses
Eliminates the need to water to available

control dust. Tightens footing.
Great for Indoor Arenas!

Experience - Quality -Affordable

Custom Pasture
Management:
*We take Soil Samples*
We apply Lime, Fertilizer
& Weed Control.

The Valley Fertilizer
& Chemical Co., Inc.

540-477-3121
1-800-571-3121

P.O. Box 816
Mt. Jackson, VA 22642

Nationwide shipping
540-987-8412

OldDominionJumps@aol.com

WWW.ODJUMPS.COM
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